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You are receiving this information as you have agreed for a clinician to complete an Autism 
Assessment at your school. 

What will  
happen?

Who needs to  
be available?

•  The clinician will arrive at reception in the time confirmed in your 
appointment letter. 

•  They will observe the child/young person in the classroom for a 
short time, then withdraw them from class to complete an individual 
assessment. This session takes around 1 hour. They may also observe 
them at play / break time. 

•  The duration and order of events is sometimes changed to make best 
use of the time and to suit the needs of the child/young person. 

•  After this, the clinician will write up their observations and complete a 
clinical discussion over Teams with a colleague

•  Finally, they will provide feedback to the family on the outcome of the 
assessment: either over the phone, secure video call or in person at 
the school. 

The clinician needs to have short a conversation with a member of 
school staff who knows the student well – this can be a teacher or 
SENCo. They will need to be available for a discussion with the clinician, 
and possibly for the feedback with the parent/carers if this is in person. 
We will confirm availability whilst booking the appointment.



How to prepare 
the student?

The parents/carers will decide whether to tell the student about the 
assessment, so all the teacher needs to do is ensure that the student 
can be taken to the assessment during class time. It can help if the 
teacher introduces the clinician to the child/young person. 

Clinicians are happy ot be called by their first name. We can also 
provide a picture of the clinician and a short note saying “hello” in 
advance of the session.

This document can be provided in other formats and languages. Please email  
sirona.communications@nhs.net or speak to a member of the team for more information.

What do you 
need to  
prepare?

SCQ

Before the appointment, the SENCo should have filled in a Social 
Communication Questionnaire (SCQ) and sent this to us. If this has 
not been completed, we will attach a blank SCQ with the appointment 
letter and it must be completed and given to the clinician on the day. 

Room 

The clinician will require a space in which to complete the assessment 
and their notes. The room needs to be private and appropriate for the 
child/young person (e.g. with appropriate sized tables and chairs). 
Please consider the noise level and visual environment of the room 
(e.g. a quiet space, with as little clutter as possible), as otherwise this 
may be too much stimulation for the child/young person.

Sometimes the parents/carers prefer feedback in person, in which 
case we will also need a private and comfortable room to discuss 
the assessment outcome and diagnosis. This is a sensitive time for 
families, and so please bear this in mind when finding a room. 

WiFi

We will also need WiFi to conduct the Teams call – if you have firewalls, 
then please let us know so that we can make alternative arrangements.


